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An UNI ON among PRO. 


Sh 


T wou'd not be improper, by way of 
Introduction to this Diſcourſe, to mind 
well meaning and miſled People, of the 


SEADY 
READ + 
* ( & 


mation, they have ſtrugled hard to bring the only 


True Chriſtian, viz. the Proteffant Vorld, back again 
to Popery, to make them loathe and forſake the Hea- 
venly Manna, and True Liberty of the Goſpel, and 


turn back to the Onions, Garlick and Slavery of E- 
Dpt; from Chriſtian Purity, Light and Innocency, 
to Pagan Idolatry Darkneſs and Cruelty ;, and under ſuch 
Bondage they had brought the World, that not only 
the Common People, ry Emperors and Kings werg 


| farc'd 


15 4] 
Taxe d to l 
Fope 25 and Priefs, . 115 Antic 


n an that we d Coed, and robbe! 
Mani by upp, Ch upd, of f wha * moſt 
Sahle 20" this Wor ld alt next he. Pape 


Ale ds, "where was» before Lit her? We 
— 2 in the AY 40 


Proteſt ants) 725 7 50 neyer w + And w never 


nk. 2 ers And Marys fol , from the HM imi- 
tive Times, wit had not Power to oe, frog our” ſelves, 
*till God tnade uſe of a Fupiſb Frince to be an Inftru- 
ment to lay the Fonndation of throwing off their 
Yoke, by $-nouncar the Pope's Suprem 


Seizing 
and Beſfroying ck Nut ſeriet and El of the 
Romiſb Ver nine: ner , there were afterwards 
aſſacres, and all the Ef- 
forts that fa and Hell cou'd make to prevent it, 


mighty Strugg leb, Plots, 


pet the Reformation ot Ground, and Eftabliſh'd it 


ible is the Religion of 


1 1225 e Yoke of 8 
exalted them 


8 
1 
5 


_ Tf,” And tis thought, that had not Reformation put 


check to the further 146hdtvy and $9ph fition of the | 


K of Rome, ald mlighren'd te fad, they 
would in Time, with $47 OY Win 22 
other Cheats, have ſo perver 4 the Def Chri Mi. 
enity, and ſo diſguis q, or rather diff 57 the Form 
of it, as laid don io the Holy ier Va the 
very Name of it at laſt would bardly have re- 
main'd. rey the Ba 10 ag 
nat prevail, 'the1 mM 

lin to cteate ebe. "ys 


d recourſe to Stra- 


Open Force coud 


and Ihplacable 


Malice omopeR the Proteff 125 ; bav ing our Saviour's | 


word for it, t at — 155 
again 11 7 coul Hand; 110 t 
ot 


were foine Bivie a 155 elt 


ners, they wererefoly'd to: Hos, fe of this Handle, 


und Foment theſe L G 0 *he" utmoſt Height, 
1h Fs as Mou datliftton- 


Kaping to kindle 


"or Houſe \divided 
at knowing there 
eftants about 'Ritwals, 
Crete ere 1225 Relig ton, Faith” or Man- 


ume 


- FJ 
fame them all: For'tho' the Paris have Droifiom, 
8 /ms and Sed: among them 28 much as the 
N et all unite agaſnſt thoſe they call He- 
F Princes employ them all alike. 
Far the Obildren of this World are viſer in thery Ge- 
neration, than the Children of Light. 94160 
Therefore, one while they ſided with the Church 
ef * Men a ainſt the Diſſenters, perſwaded 
promoted à ſevere ' Perſecution, hoping to Irri- 
hong? ho Diſſerters to take up ry in defence of 
their Religious and Civil Rights, to draw upon them 
the Charge of Rebellion, and Firſt, to deftroy that 
Body of Prothfants, by the Hands of their Bretiirent 
af the Church, and then they ſhou'd the eaſier co n- 
paſs their Deſigns on the remaining part of the Pro- 
teſfants in this Iſland, which, if once accompliſhed, 
they would eaſily root out the reſt of the Pro- 
teflants through the World, and ſo once more 
quench the Light of the Goſpel. But after many 
Tryals this way, which cauſed Civil Wars a- 
monegft us, to the Expence of a'great deal of Blood, 
and Deſtruction of many Thouſands of Families, 
that not doing the Work, they wou'd try the 
other ſide; and as they had for many Years plaid 
the Church upon the Diſſenters, they wou'd now play 
the Diſſenters againſt the Church z either part being 
indifferent to them, ſo they cou d keep op our Lui 
maſties to our Mutual Deſtruction. 
For in the late King Jamess Time, they n mi oh- 
ty cajoal'd the Diſſenters, and told them, How 
reaſonable and fit it was they ſhould have the 
Free Liberty and Toleration of their Religion, put- 
ting them in mind, how barbaroufly the Church of 
England had us'd them, purely on account of their 
Gonſciences, which they had every whit as much 
Right to have the Liberty of, as the Church of England 
eheuſelvers and though they were the Chief Pro- 
moters 


(67 

ters of all the Vichriſtian Perſecutionof Diſſenters, they 
now cenſur'd it, and as much as poſſihle, incens d 
and promoted the Hatred of the Diſſenters againſt 
the Church for their former hard Uſage, letting them 
know, that now was the time for their Revenge, 
and to retaliate it, if they wou'd but fall into the 
King's Meaſures, which were calculated for their 
Eaſe and Benefit: and the King, to ſhew his Hearti- 


neſs for them, iſſued out his Proclamation for Liberty 


of Conſcience, wherein he ſets forth, like a true Son of 
his Church, which never diſſembles or tells a lye, that 
he was ever againſt Perſecuting for the ſake of Con- 
ſcience, and appeals for the Truth of theſe his Sen- 
timents to thoſe who were as honeſt in theſe reſpects 
as himſelf; and that *twas his Opinion, that Perſe- 
cntivg any Sec, true or falſe, purely on the account 
of Religion, never anſwer'd the ends of it; but on 
the contrary, was the occaſion of Inſurre@ions, Rebel. 
lions, Depopulating of Countries, Spoilang of Trade, and 
other diſmal Conſequences, - All which were true in 
Fact; and fo the Devil is forc'd to tell Truth ſome- 
times, tho' againſt his Win. 
The whole Deſign of which was, to break down 
the Fence of all the Laws againſtPopery, to let it pour 
in upon us like a Deluge; tho' the Diſſenters had 
_ a little Reſpite by it at preſent. And indeed theſe 
Laws were neyer at firſt intended againſt them, 
but to ſecure the Proteſant Religion from the Dan- 
ger or Encroachment of Popery, tho? Prieftcraft turn d 
it upon better Chriſtians han themſelves. But the Fa- 
piſts deſigned, as tis ſaid before, to make uſe of the 
Diſenters to deſtroy the Epiſcopariam, and then the 


* 


way wou d be open to diſpatch them laſt. 


1 Thus, the Popiſþ Duke of Jork perſecuted the 


Diſſenters to Death and Deſtruction, accounting 
them his Mertal Enemies, yet the Popiſh King 
Janes ſeemeg to be quite of another mind; 
: 2 FOE DOVE ONE * | tſhewsd | 


1 — 


[7 7 


fhew'd all the Complaiſance imaginable, and re- 
ceived them, next the Papiffs, as his beſt Friends. 
This was one Inſtance, amongſt Thouſands, of Popifþ 
Gratitude, and a Juſt Return to the Tory High-Church, 
who threw out the Bill of Excluſion, and put the 
Crown upon his Head; and all Proteffants will, and 
ought, to be ſerv'd after the ſame manner, Who 
truſt to the Promiſes or Oaths of Pop3ſy Princes; 
and yet the like Game, in every reſpect, was lately 
endeavour'd to be plaid over again. Our Tories, 
who were for the Pietender, if they cou d 
have plac'd him on the Throne, the firſt Service 
they wou'd have offer'd him, would be their Hearts, 
nd. Hands, todeftroy the Low-Chwch and Diſſenters, 
which he no doubt wou'd willingly have accepted 


of, as the thing be moſt wanted, being one ſure Step 


to Eſtabliſh himſelf 2 and better enable him 
to deſtroy the Froteſfants of all ſorts, Root and Branch. 
And as the Higher the Church. men the nearer to Pype- 
1; fo undoubtedly great Numbers of them would 
turn Renegadoes, that are at beſt but Mongrel Proteftants: 
Yet as he would never truſt or pardon them for the 
Uſage of his Father, ſo New Converts are but very 
little eſteem'd by the Old Cathbolicks, eſpecially ſuch 
whiffling, unſteady fort of Sparks as our Modern 


| This Preface to the following Reaſons may ſerve 
for one againſt the T, whereby the Sacrament of the - 

Lord's N. . Feaſt of Love, and chiefly Inſtituted 

to keep Chriſtians in the Bonds of Peace, without 

which there can be no Holineſs of Life, is made uſe 
of to foment Diviſions, and hinder a Reconciliation 

and Union amongſt Protefants, To make the 
| Mode or Form of adminiſtring one of the Sacraments 
of the Chriſtian Religion (to which ſome Scrupulous | 
 Conſaences can never agree, though very good 5-440 
n | WW 1ans 


— hs — 2 
* 8 . 
- 


fans and Subject:) a Stumbling-B 


on to be Trifles in Religion, and yet them 


and make ſuch Noiſe about it; like the %s of old 
who cry'd, the Temple, the Temple of t 6-4 1d, and A 


tence, or for The ſake of Re : 
Devil, ſo'tis againſt all bumane Policy,eſpeciall for 
the Church of England to exexeiſe againſt other * 
teſlants, and thoſe too, who hold the ſame F Dose [ 
ö „„ | 9 ine 


8 
and bek and Bar againſt 
a Mans enjoying his Freedom, Birth, Right, and the 
Reward of an exalted Merit, which may be of the 
greateſt Service to his Country, and entitle him to 
his Princes Favonr, will always Sour Mensſ Tempers, 
and promote Diſcontents, Muxmurings, 1 and 
Animoſities, and Rob our Princes of the Hands: 

tho' hot öf the Hearts of, a great many Able and 
Faithful Subjects. But before I come cloſer. to my 
Reaſdns and Arguments for uniting of Proteſtants, 


* 


& 


FT. I beg leave, yet farther; to prepare the Way 


by ſome what agiainſt Perſecution In genera; LEY 
The late Biſhop of Saliſpary (aid, He had rat her ſee 
the Church ef England ſiſfer under the [evereſt Parſecu- 
tion than turn Perſecutors ihemſeluesʒ a Sayang, amongit 
other Crimes of the liłe Natute which he Committe 

the Hith-Gburch, or Tories, will neuer Pardon him 
for; and tho' it was a Sentence worthy a Chriſtian 


Biſhop, yet we have many pretended Church- Men that 
love as miich to make Martyrs of other Men, as 


ttmey bate to be made ſo themſelves s, will lay heavy 


Burdens oh other Peoples Shoulders, but not lend 
them the helpof a Finger; load and pppreſs tender 
and ſcrupulous Conſciences, for ſuch nene Y 
elves have 
Conſciences like Oftriches Stomachs, that will digeſt 
Iron, for no Oath or Teſt is too ſtrong for theit Caſe- 


hhardend Conſciences; which + can; eaſily diſpence 


with all to ſerve a turnz and theſe.are the Men 
that are ſo ſolicitous for the Safety of the Church, 


at laſt Burnt it themſelves; = ſecution on the Pre- 
ligion, as it is of the 


6660 


— 


” 


E 


1 8 
octrine as themſees.; neither can the Proteflans, 
5 17 be ever, firmly Eſtalbiſh'd, either in a Reli. 


* * 5 
: 


ile or Political Senſe, till the Power of Gels : 
ion is totally taken away, And tho the Church, 


5 re 18 callid by athers, be 
Bilwark again F pery, yet one Bulwark is not 
ſufficient, to defend a: Garriſon againſt an Enemy. 
The whole Collective Body of Proteftants abroad and 
at home, is little enongh, and does hardly ſuffice, 
againſt dus Numerons, Politick, and Powerſul Ene- 
mes of the Church of Rome; and tis more than, 
Neceſſary, to Unite the Proteflants in theſe Kingdoms, 


except we will ſill expoſe our ſelves to thoſe fre- 


quent Attempts, and Dan ers that have fo otten 
brought us to the brink of Ruin. Therefore, if we 


of the Church be the , Bulwark, let the Diſſenters be 


the Outwork, a Ravelin, or Half. Moon, &c. And 1 
dare engage they will neyer Surrender upon any Ca- 


pitulation, but ſtand it out to the laſt Man (which 1 


 Dories) do not by 
we want the A 


fear cannat be ſaid of many High-Church-Men and 
ye their Hands behind them, when 
ſtance of all their Force againſt the 
R %/«ͤ;éÜ6Ü 3 5 


The 'Diſſenters from the Church are divided into 
ſeveral Sects, viz. Preſbyterians, Independants, Anabap- 


tif». and Qualers; now I could never hear that they 


cou d, or ever wou'd Agree, or Conſent, that any 


all 


particular Se& of theſe thould be [exalted above the 
reſt, or made the Religion of the State; but they 

and ſeverally agree, that the Church of England, 
if it will not Pente them, ſhall be always the 


Ohurch of the State, as it is at preſent, and the 
Clergy enjoy their Benefices, to whoſe Livings they 


* 


are bound to Contribute as well as any other Sub- 
jects, beſides Maintaining their own Miniſters ; 
and it the moſt Numerous and Powerfull 


, others 


ot 


: 
a 
4 
Y 

i 
t 


and Proffifs,"in order to get in theraſelves, lf the 


Son's ati God ever intended that all Men 


: | ' 2 

„ . 
6thirs Htould attempt to'UndeFmine or Süppfant 
the Church of ' England in its Rights,” Pffvifegges, 


others would joyn with the Church to prevent Bn 
it ; ſo that nothing but Perſeenting, or putting 
Hardfhips upon them All in common, an Eufaft e „ 
the Church of Fkgland, or Unite them againſt it: 
And if we would weigh Things in an equal Ballance, 


without Bigottry or Partiality, che Church has no 


more Right to Perſecute them, than the Churer 


of Rome had to Perſecute the Church of En- 
gland; nay leſs, mafmuch as the Papifts' pretend 


to an Infallibility, which the Church of England 


never did ; ſo they Have ſome Colour for what theß 


do, becauſe they are ſure they are in the Right, and 


only endeavour to compel Men to forſaks, a-wron 


| * 


Opinion: Beſides, the Papiſts call none of the Things 
Indiſterent which they Proſecute, or Perſecute'Men 
for, which the Church of England does; and tho” 
they never went the Lengths as to burn People 
alive for Diffenting from the Church, as rhe Paprſte 


have, yet the Church has Hang'd, Jayl'd, Fin'd, and 


Ruin'd many Families for Nonconformity, not com- 
plying with the Ceremonies, which the Church eall'd 


like ſome ſort of Food, and it may be very whole- 


ſome; but tis very unjuſt and barborous to cramb 


it-down anothers Throat who has an Antipathy a- 


feed on it; Mankind can be no more of one mind. 
than they can be of one Complexion and Stature: 
The Organs of the Body, and Conſtitution, have of. 


tentimes an influence and great effect upon the 
Mind. God has given us different ways of Thinking, 


as well a8 different ways of Acting In and "tis much 


one 


Serve him alike. Then what Authority bas 


— : 


| > +873" 
done Man to preſegibe Rules, and compel. another. to. 
Think, or however to Act exactly like himſelf: God 
is the ſole Umpire, Judge, and Ruler of Conſcience, 
and tis anUfurpation upon his Divine Authority to go 
to wreſt it out of his Hands. He has given us a ſtand · 
| ing Rule to walk by, and noone ovght to preſume to 
' | © preſcribe another, fo far ſhould they be frm Com- 
| . to walk by any other Rule but his. Io 
ſome he has given Five Talents, to others but One; to 
ſome greater Lights, and larger Capacities than to 
others, and where much is given, much is required: 
But the ſincere Soul, let his Gifts be what they will, 
who Lives up as much as is in his Power; to the 
Underſtanding God has given to him, undoubtedly 
will find acceptance; not but that tis our Duty to 
beg of God for his Aſſiſtance (for of our ſelves we 
are nothing) to ſeek Knowledge and Inſtruction 
4.3 by all Lawful ways and means: But if a Man has 
the Bible put into his Hands for his only Rule and 
Guide, and yet be deny d the liberty to Act by it, 
_ what advantage is the Reformation to that Man? 
H pery is more excuſable, which keeps the Bible 
from him and takes the Sin, ſo far, on its ſelt. 
Ti very obſervable, how far the Chriſtian and 
„ Tub Religions have deviated, from the Doctrine 
_ of their firſt Founders, The former is fo far from 
. Countenancing any manner of Perſecution, Cruelty, 
or Revenge, that we are Patiently to ſuffer Injuries, 
+ , Without any other Return but Offices of. Kindneſs, 
to render Good for Evil, to do as we would be done 
unto; Apreeable hereunto was the Primitive Spirit, 
the Innocence and Patience of the Ancient Chriſtians, 
| and for ſome Ages the Church continued in this 
Temper. On the contrary when Mahomet appear'd 
im the World, [whoſe Religion was patcht up of 
Fei, Chriſtian, and his own Inventions, he told his 
Followers that God had never made but three Dis Wf 


, * 


* 
1 . 


ſe had't 
pel of Peace 


their Religion, b ing as eaſy a Government as any 


their 
_tyrs 
- teſtant Path? Oh 


ce 1 Pe þ e 
_ oblige 2 5 


1 tha B's Sl FS cb, 14 prove of, Which Jet 7% 
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Waggon or ne abd his Will (Mankind: but by 


hree 10 . 


92 


Moſes, Feſus Chriſt, and himſelf that Mo- 
emonal Law, according to which God 
Was to be ap 1 d by Saerifices, Feſus Chrift, the Goſs 
11 Love; but that God ſeeing neither 
were effe&tqal 4 now Reveal'd his total and laſt Will 
b Hin, wo Commanded him to make uſe of the 
rd, it no other means would do, to compel Men 


to obey his Law: And fo the Thrþiþ Religion was Proj. 


PA 4700 by B54 and Slaughter for many Hundred * 


Fears, tin! it laft 55 y have ceas'd, tho? theirkeligion 


offs it, to Perfechte any one purely on Account o 


inthe W 114 tw : re oder in that reſpect. Whereas, 
ont tlie ot 10 fide, the Chriſtians, Diametrically op-. 

polite to 1 gion, Which without I. ode and 
Chatte is Yo” have ber the Bloodieſt Perfect: | 


tors; 105 ſi ace the World e What woald the 


imitive Matty ts have ſaid to gs Bloody Doi, N 

raves And, what w 

ay to the us ting Shcceſſors of the Pro- 
1 J as Well as 799 viour, wag of 

ind. hen | he ptofeſt' himſelf ready: 


e Sdeceſfors, at ey con'd rife: from 


a fat differt 


to 1 a . e ings lnoceninthewllve iN 


be . 0 5 atcful to him, rather than 
Io Hard then wöſt it be ta 
May to Confotm, to. my own Inven- 


may b 


Wit, 1 fs Tv and Punith Pig 


Ai 18 much his Fault 


9.00 75 t. Pall ſays, 
oe in Wit it goes, not Y 5 
E, W hich veep. 17 71 Rag | 


Strup! © ed omp! 70 p ; 
The 


0 e or. Joy poſing t at Which 
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Th re lis Conſe} ah e 


ohr Reforming Mar. A 
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1 CRE... 4 
The Diſſenters allow the Church of England a true 
Church of Chriff, wherein Salvation may be had, and 
God may not impute it as any Sin to the Members 
of it, who ſubmit to all its Ceremonies without any 
Scruple of Confcience , but that they ſhould Sin great- 


ly; and endanger their Salvation, if either for Terror 


br Reward, they comply'd with them; Therefore 


te Church muſt either remove their Scryples by Ar- 
guments, or if they cannot do that, lay aſide the 


Cauſe of theſe Scruples, if they will have them join 


for non Complyante, which if they do, the Sin 
will be greater in the Church of England than in 


other Perſechtors, as havipg leſs Colour of R ea 


2? | ? : 4 =». Sy * " 
1 
| @ 4 


” 


_ Ceremonies we'retain at this time in the Church, 


tze very ſame which give the Diſſenters offence; and 

Biſhop Hooper, and Biſhop Ridley, both Martyrs, has 
SY — utes abont it; the firſt was for having a through 
Reformation, without the Ceremonies as at preſent: 

the laſt argued, that the People being long in Dark- 


4 


Religion) would never be brouglit off from 


all the Pageanty at once; ſo twas abſolutely of Ne- 
celffity to win them, to retain ſome needleſs Ceremo- 


nies, and only t6'chuſe thoſe which were moſt, if 
not altogether Innocent: But the Enemy of God and 

. Mans for ſetting up a Religion of Shew;asthePopifh 
and Pagan are, in oppoſition to a Religion of Sincery, 


; moſh Ignorant People having à Propenſity ta Saper- 
tit 


tition and Idolatry, it being much eaſier to KHiſs the 
"Pope's The, Idblize a Prieſt, Pay for a few Maſſes, (, 
than to Mortifie our Corruptious, and ſubdue oor Paſ- 
ions. And tis allow'd by the beſt Hiſtorians of thoſe 
Times, that the Reformation ip the Church was de- 
| tign a ty be carry d gu further which, perhape, 


might 


with the Church, but in no reſpect Perſecute them 


- Our firſt Reformers were not for diverſe of the 


; 1 75 uſed to Pomp and Shew (the Pillars of the 
Popi 
al 


bf of FR e 
might have prevented the Calvini/fs. dividing from 
thoſe they call the Lutherans. Some of our good 
Biſhops w ho now Live, and others, who are Dead, 
did, in the Pious King Villiam s Reign, endeavour to 
Form a Plan for a Comprehenſion: amongſt . Froteft- 
ants, and there are thoſe who have been ſo free as to 
declare, that they could wiſh, if it would promote - 
Union among Proteffants, many things in the Liturgy 
were laid aſide; But Doctor Firebrand of Holburn 
damu'd all . theſe Chriſtian Biſhops for attempting fo 
pious a Deſign, in his Penny Libel Preach'd at St. 
Paulr, deſervedly Burnt by the Hands of the common 
Hangman, which ſet the whole Kingdom in 2 
Flame, and divided almoſt every Family in it: 
But that Wicked Prieſt and Incendiary has 


7 8 compaſs d his chief ends, the Loaves and F iſhes, 


and let his Church be in never ſo much Danger 
now, he will be no Martyr for it, or hazard his 
fat Benefice for any Cauſe good or bad, except the 
Devil owes him a ſhame, and out-Wits him, and 
leaves him in the Lurch at laſt, |, 
Again, Perſecuting Proteſtant Diſſanters in this 


Kingdom, has drove many Thouſand Families out 1 


ol it, who have planted Colonies in remote Parts of 
the World; and this, with other hardſhips, has made 
many Engliſh Artiſts fly this unhoſpitable Land to 

Forreign Nations, and Teach them the Art of workin 
up our Manufactures, to our infinite Damage, and 

- increaſe of our Poor: Thus if Depopulating Kingdoms 

| be againſt all humane Policy, as well as againſt Re- ; 
ligion, Perſecution is certainly againſt both; all 

Arts ſhould be uſed to keep our People at Home: Or 
otherwiſe, ſcatter them upon the Face of the Earth, 
and we ſhould, no more than the Fews, be dec 4 
Nation; the great diſcovery and Conqueſt the Spa- 
niardi made of that vaſt and wealthy Continent of 

America, or new Spain, beggar'd old Spain, by Depo- 
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Inhabitants makes any Kingdom or Nation Power- 
ful, Opulent and Rich; and that Nation whoſe 


Laws, eſpecially in Religious matters are eaſy, will 


not only keep its own Inhabitants, but invite others to 
dwell there, all Men ny ſeeking the Place 
of moſt Secutity and Eaſe to live in: Switzerland, 


à Country of barren Rocks and Monntains, ſcarcely 
_ affording Snbliftance for humane Life, is Populous 


and Happy, becauſe of the eaſineſs of its Government; 


- when Taly, the Garden of Europe, eſpecially in the 


Popes Territories, is nothing but Poverty and Beg- 
gary, the Graſs withering upon the Ground for want 


6f Hands to Mow it. His unholineſs the Pope mono- 
polizes all the Corn in the Country, has it brought 


nto his Granaries, like the Rich Fool in the Goſpel, 


and Sells it to the Poor at what Price he thinks fit. 


The Seven United Provinces; whoſe extent of Po- 


minions, and the Produce ef it, cannot maintain a 
Tenth part of the Inhabitants, yet by the Wiſdom of 


the State, which allows not of Perſecution'on Account 


of Religion,and therefore all Oy ſafely enjoy 
the Fruits of their Labour, are infinitely Populous and 


very Rich, and Powerful: They have noReligious Teſt, 
but every one who is capable to ſerve the State, parti- 


calarty in a Military Capacity, let his Religion 
be what it will;ſhall be Entituled to it; even Papiſs, 
the Irreconeilable Enemies of Noteflants, havehad the 
greateſt Poſts; in their Armies But in Holland the Ro- 
man Chat holic ks, whether it is for the Benefit they 
enjoy in their Civil Rights more than under Roman 
Catbolick Governments together with a free exerciſe of 
that Religion, or for any other Reaſon, are Gene- 
rally very Faithfal to the State, though they have 
| fthewn no Sign of being ſo in theſe Dominions, 
but are the only People I would have Totally 
excluded all Poſts, Civil and Military amongſt us, 


becauſe . 
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becanſs they are no good, Subjects, which Proteſtants, 
of all Denominations ate. ence 18. the Aappiell 
State in all Itah, beeagſe. they have leſs Perſecution, 
or are leſs Prieſt rid than the ↄthers: Our Glorious 
Monarch in his Dominious iner mam Perſecutes none, 
but makes uſe of all Proteſtant Subjects a like. - Perſe- 
cution and Cruelty, its Conſequence, is che Practice of = 
a Pagan, and Papiſt; and Path way, to Hell, they who © 
Love it are the true Children of him who. was a Per- 
ſecutor and Murderer from the beginning. Twas better 
for Men to have no Religion, but be left to 2 State 
of Nature, than ſuch, a Religion as diveſts thetn of 
all Humanity, and inſtead of ſubduing our Corrup- 
tions, ſuch: as, Pride; Cruelty, and Revenge, inflames 


them. How can we pretend to ſay the Lords Prayer, 

and upon no other Condition beg, or expecttohave our 
Treſpaſſes forgiven; hut upon ohr forgiving: others 
who Treſpaſſe againſt us? Now if God will not be 
Reconciled. to us; , except we Pardon them who doe 
us real Injuries, what can we expect from him, when 


we Ruin our Brethren! of the ſame: Faith with us, 


for nat. the leaſt harm bat was ever pretended they 


do us For ſhame, if we will be Perlecutors, let mw | 


not call our ſelves Chriſtians: No Proteſtant, or 
good Chriſtian, ought to deny that Liberty to 
another which he has, or would willingly enjoy 
himſelf... The Proteſtant Diſſenters in Island, who! 
in the North Parts of that Kingdom are two to one to 
thoſe of the Churchy and who ſo bravely defended 
Londonderry, and Iniſtilling, and were the greateſt Pre- 
ſervation of that Kindom; yet, by a perſecuting 
Spirit, have had, fince thoſe Services, Laws made a- 
gainſt em, which have put them almaſt under the ſame 
Diſability. with.the Cut · throat Papiſſe, rid their Hands 
ſo as not to be able to defend themſelves or aſſiſt their 


Bret hren of the Church, ſhou' d there happen anothen 


Rebellion. Moſt unaccountable Folly and Wicke. 


nels 


9 

1 | 
hefs, upon ſuch filly and Unchriftian Pretences,} 28 
Religious Tefts,or Non Conformity, to divide and weaken 
the Hands of Proteffants in that Kingdom, who are 
not One in Ten to the Roman Cathulicks, who habe not 
only within Memory committed, in cool Blood, the 
moſt Horrible Maſſacre on the Pyeteſtants there, that 

any Age or Hiſtory can produce fince the Creation of 
the World; but have fince that attempted the like 
again, and are always teady and Plotting tb ad the 
ſame Dreadful Stenes'at an Hour's Warning. 
The Men who prompt thoſe Laws, cannot be 
true Church of Enylanid "Men, at leaft not true Prote- 
fants; and although there are not better Pc 


reftants; pr note Loyal Subjedd: to King GEORGE 
in the World than are of the Churob f Hxgland; 
yet there are many others go under the Maſk of 


that Chureb, who ate at beſt but a very Rotten 


and Unſound Part of it, that endeavour to 


make all our Reforming Martyrs Fobls, or Knaves': 


And there are too many ſuch kind of Pia, who 


call theniſelves Church of EnglaniMiniſters, who truly 


Endanger the Chuch, and allthePFrotgfants throughe _ 
dut Europe. Therefore, we ought tö ſtrengthen His 
_ Majeſty's Hands, that he may; in lieu of ſuch Talſe 
Bret hren, have them, whoſe Zeal and Firmneſs for 


the 'Proteffant Religion was never call'd in queſtion; 


bl 


for the berter Proteffant, the more Loyal Subject to 


King GEORGE. ' We ſhall generally know theſe 
Motly Proteflants by one Infallihle Mark, their 
Senſeleſs Clamour of the Danger of the Church; when 


tis, and was in the greateſt Safety; and ſaying 


*twas/1n. Safety, when the Proteſtant Religion was in 
the moſt Immnent Danger; Who would ezclode & 
Proteſtant King, and place a Bigotted Popiſꝭ Prince in 
His Room as Guardian and Defender of a Proteffane 
Church." You may know thefe Men by another 


Mark, they are generally "the moſt Haran, 1405 ; 
Gl 4 A | | 


[18] 


and Drbunch d part of the People and Clergy, and. 


the majority of their Followers and Diſciples are 
the very Scum and Dregs of Mankind; and no doubt 


of it, by this ſort of Crew, this Pa perwill be call d an 


Attempt! to undermine the Church, tho tis bot inten- 


dleed to betrayor endanger any Right of the Churab, but 


to plead the Cauſe of the Chrniffian Religion and our 
Conntry; but Church and Religion with themlaxe quite 
different Things. Thieſe ate, the good Proteſtants 
who cry out, they, had rather be Bapifs than Frey 
tar ians and conſtantiy fide; with Raman Hahl in 
all their Attempts! upon our Religion and LAberties. 
Neither can I coneeive, what: 1 5 Looſe, and Hisb· 
Flying Priefts mean, by.continnally Railing: isthtir 
Pulpits and Sexmons againſt the Diſſenters , for nat 
Conforining to the Church; twoud be little for 
their Advantage if they did, for then great Num- 
bers more would be Miniſters of the Church of 
England, ho conſidering their ſtricter Lives, and 


Application to their Studies, might have the Prefe- 


rence to a great many of our Lazy, Careleſs Try. 


Clergy, except they gave better Demonſtratiens of 


their Zeal to the Government, and kept à better 


| nſually do no-. nn ne 
I rather believe, the V Falſties, Uiichartitable 
Expreſſous, and Railing Accuſations conſtantly vented 

againſt them, Whichemptt ſome Churchs3; and fill 
Difenters Meatings,! are only intended to keep up 
Heats and Animoſſties, and weaken the Proteftant"Þr- 


A 


: tereſt. No Man who really intends to convince 


Ne 


another, eſpecially a Divine, but muſt firſt demon- 
ſtrate to him that he is his Friend, which can no 


way be lhew d, but in the Spirit f Ae and 


ways ſuſpected: tis not Malſce, Fury, Fuſi au,j 
(Rage clears another Man's Underſtanding; * 


Gaard upon theit Lixes and Converſations, than they | 
(EG, © OT TY OS, 


L32970 
Meg are better led than drove, particufarly the 
Ergliſs, ho are not to be bully d out of their 


* " © N Tz FX , ; ; p © 
(Gere nt NE od OE wife ns eee, 


There was a Dive ſome Years ago, went down 


to a Living about Thirty Miles froin London, which 


When he came to, he found the Church very uy | 


of a Sunday, and three Meeting Houſes in his Par; 
very full; and wondring at the Reaſon of it, was 
told, His Predeceſſor was a very Violent Man a- 
ainſt the Diſſenters, and had Nois'd moſt of the 
Welk meaning People out of the Church, who cou'd 
not endure continual Revilings and Railinps againſt 
their Neighbours, hom they tobk for honeſt-People, 
and good Chriſtians, tho! they did not Corform, and 
therefore thought, their Paſtor did no more Preach 
the Hactrius of the Goſpel, than he lived the Life f 
4 Chriſtian, The new Minifter finding where the 


Fault lay, tobk ia clean contrary Courſe; for firſt 


he Preach'd' gobd Practical Sermons, Love and Ui- 


ty, and never meddled with Controverſy ; Viſited all 
his Pariſnhoners alike; did all the Offices of Charity 
without: DiſtinEion of Parties; inwited the Diſſenting 
Mini tor, to dine with him; and when they wou'd 
offef at any Piſpute, he would ſay, Brethren, ſee- 


ing we all hold iche ſame Faith, let us only have 
an Rulation who:ſhall ſerve God beſt, and not 


wrabgle away dur Religion abbut indifferent Things. 
This Meck and Chin Diſpoſtion and Carriage of 
hie won a great many Diſſenters to come to Church 

andi hear him Preach; and when they found he 
outlived, and outpreach's heir Miniſters, they al! 


' crowded to Church; and tho? he cou'd not Convince 


their Teachers, he got moſt of their Audience, ſo 
that they were foretd' to depart the Place, aud get 
Congregations ſome: Where elſe. This is the true 
way ot Compelling People to Conform, and a noble 


Pattern for others of K. Clergy to walk by. 


- * 5.4 5 * - 
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The Higb· Church, or Advocates. of the Sacramental 
Teſs, cry out againſt the Diſſenters, and uſe it ag an 


Argument for the Tef, That the Diſenters f all 
Sorts, are Men of Auimonarchical Principles, Fana- 


ticks, Republicans, and the Lord knows what.; and 
therefore, for the Safety of the State, as well as the 
Chin ch, there ought to be this Religions Teft to diſtin- 
guiſh them from thoſe of Loyal Frinciples. All which 
3s Senſeleſs Clamor and Falſe in Fact; and if Char- 
ges of this Nature were only to, be anſwer'd, or r. 
turn d, hy way of Recrimination, | the Tories an 
High Chinch, notwithſtanding all their Pretences to 
Loyalty, will be found by their Actions, the 


ſureſt. Demonſtration of Mens Principles, to be the 


greateſt Rebels in Nature, and that no Prince can 
. 0 epend a Moment 4 upon their Loyalty, any longer 
than he Humqurs them, and is totally Govern'd by 
them, They having Rebell d againſt Three | Princes 
without the leaſt Provocation: And although their 
Profeſtims/of Loyalty run higher, in this Limited Mo- 
mar chy, than any Nation in the World, where there 

is the moſt; Abſolnte one; yet, as much as their 
Doctrine of Sabmithon to- the Will of a Tyrant is be- 
vond all Religion; Senſe, and Reaſon, ſo much at 
leaſt, their Obedienge to Good Fyintes falls below, 
plain Duty, or rather their Practice of Reſiſtance, 
and :Rehelion is almoſt withoiit Pretence, and hath 
ſcarce had a Precedent amongſt any pepple elſew here. 
Ihe Dyſenters are as much for :Kimgly Goverumzut, 
according to: gur Conſtitution, as any People, par- 
ticularly the Preſbyterian, who have Receiv'd and 
Crown'd our Exil'd Princes, and without: them the 
Re Horatiun could never” have been accompliſhed ; | 


TE). 
ſtcutes them; and on the other hand, all Sorts of 
People love that Government they live eaſy under. 
And as to their Piety to God, their Zeal and Loyalty 
to King GEORGE, and his Government, Which we 

bought only to be ſolicitous far, I hall prove thoſe by 


aQs too nototious to be deny d. And 'tis an in- 


fallipt Sign of Diſaffection to this Government 
in thoſe Church of England Men, who expreſs 


N againſt them: For who are ſo Venomous 
q 


and Bitter in their Blaſphemous Oaths and Curſes 
Poet theſe People, as the Profeſs'd Friends of the 


zetender: A ſure Sign the Diſſentert are Firm 


not be ſo angry with them. Not ſeeing this WickeZ 


Farty ſtill remains amongſt us, and boaſts'a great 


Majority of the whole Nation ; and ſo by Conſequence 
the Church Party, who are for the King, is but a 
ſmall Number to the reſt; therefore, tis high time 


to take in the Diſſenters, and not let them lie un- 
der any. Incapacity to ſerve His Majeſty with their 
Head and ue as well as Hearts, and not keep a 


Door ſhut againſt them, by a Sacramental Teft, which 


ſtands open to His Majeſty's Qnveterate and Irrecon- 
cileable Enemies, who ſtick at no Te or Oaths. No 


De upon Conſcience, that can be invented by Man, 


ſhall be any Obſtacle or Hindrance to them, to 


betray and deſtroy us, if tis in their Power. 


A Difſenter, or any Honeſt Man, who acknow- 
Hedges and ſubmits to this Government, and takes 

the Oaths of Allegiance, &c. but ſcruples the 7%, 
may yet be a very Faithful and Uſeful Subject to 
His Majeſty, and his Country; he may fay, there's 


vothiag in my Religion contrary to my Allegiance, q 
and the Duty of a good Subject, and what Neceſſity 
then isthereto require anymore of me: would yon have 


ore I can ſerve my Prince, 


me give up my Religion 


wt 


* 
: 
0 bi 
: F. 
Fa f 


of Soul, as well as Diſſervice to the State. And 
I fear it waythe A thing ſinful in it ſelf, for a Hy: 
man Law to lay b q 
 Punifments,whicharelike to intice orifrighten them to 


| only to a Spiritual Concern, and Free from | Tan. | 


I guilty of the Murder ot his Body. 17 


firſt plays the Hy pocrite, and after can never be 


truſted or depended! on in any caſe; for he that 
forſaked hit God, Will be like de betray bis Prince 


and ſo by, conſequence ſuch T2, are no Security to 


Church or State, but rather may he made uſe ot to 
Betray both. A Man that ſhews he has a Conſciencb, 
is better to be depended on in whatever he protini- 
fes, eſpecially upon Oath, than he that has none, 


but will 'fwallow any thing to compaſs his Ends. 


Does the Te / diſtinguiſh Aa Man's Abilities! in Civil 


2 Aatbemat:ician, ' Accomptant, c. Qualifications ne- 
ceſſary for the Service of one Country? No, tis ra- 
ther af uſe to hinder Men of Religzon from fſervin 
their Prince, and a great Convemency for many 


tunity to 
nd 


no Conſcienc to get Bae, and ſo an 
cheat and deceive both him and their Country :/A 
horrible have been the Abuſes of it, tothe Dan 


„ 


y before Men the Temporal Rimurdꝭ und 
take one of theSactaments of the Chriſſian Religion, which 


no Quahification dan ſit:a Man for, but à voluntary 


Act of the Mind, with a due Preparation ſuitable 


poral Views: Eſpecially when the unworthy Receiv< 


ing of it, more for Secular ends than Spiritual muſt 


does in a manner Neceſſitate or Tempt Men to mur- 


der their Souls, ſeems as guilty of that, as he who 


puts a Knife in another's! Hand, Induring him with 


Threat'nings and Perſwaſions to cut his own Throat, 


: 39 4 


And here I-ſhall quote the Words of an excellent 


Author. 45 a Chriftlan'Chutch,.'it appears to me, this 


would mend it's Conſtitution, 5 difcbarging it of a = 
me — e _ "wigs 


dur Church, wider God, His Sacred Majeþy,. would have 5 


5 727 
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235 frequently lowered by many of \ the bel Men of au 
Cammynion, thut the moſt Sacred Rite G aur Religion. 
oat be 115 4 8 8 8 Jer pra ”m 75 ſober, 
rgy-man- be put to, ulty, either , refuſing 4 
Libertine, excluded by the 7 Cad and the Ae 


(wbo would not he at the Trouble to fer bimſelf without 


tha perguiſite'of a Hace) or of flanding the, Mark f bis 
hefentment far putting him Mb Oe. By this means 

Church wonld haue it's Holy, Table fill'd as in the Pri- 
mite Times;: with only volanzary a devout Compunt> 


A 2 BY FF AK 161.46 1013011 
panes 


Addition of Strength, by the aſhfance of mary, Honeſt, 
by, and Atius Hand:, bo muſt be. 2 55 ta 
Aus an equal. Zeal; with us agginft, Popery; and 
All ta a Man pattioularly, ſhowy it, in an Opps 
the!late Popilhy Rebellion, as far, as the Re, raints they 


ane under would: permit them. : The, Great Defender 


their: Force, atirommard, ; tel with all bearty Prote- 
flants - Fits Dominion, to oppoſe,any future Efforts of a 
ic Puetender or 2 of. bis Abetto2s.——- This 

| Mis but a Modern Expediant for the Security of the 
hard } with which aur Fathers were nnacguainted. 
Feſt 43 dad Frvteſfant Diſſenters only by a Side. wind, 
ond mat in uh ee, 1 
Hips were brought upo when none of tbe beft De- 
yt wee who be Ap ain 114 

There ia 
fog Seruplisg d take the.Sagrement aften our, Man- 
ner, and thentif they da, they are call id Occaſonal 


e Hhpeciitei, nnd dhe worſt of Men. No 
\Religious Niſſenter, that ever I heard of, juſtified Oc- 


cafional Conformity for the ſake of any Temparal Inte- 


reſt ; but hat a rareſott of Men our High (Church are, 
and what Squemiſn Conſeiences apart — W 0 


1 o TE Difference between, t 


24 


a Proteflant C Church, it . Ges ve [1 8 15 


tion to 


The 
it. And: later Hard- 


great-Noiſe/made againſt the Diſenters, 
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Ye" Difſenters and the ch, L only in the Modes 
and Ceremonies in Receiving; but High Churob cart 
Occaſionally Conform with Oaths. of Allegiance, b. 
Iurat im Oatbs, or any Vaths, and ſpue them all up 


again; keep to them or regard them no more tha 
they do dv their Poſtve Obedience Doctrine. a ee 


Again, how many pretended Church. Men, are ther 


Who hardly ever enter'd into a Church in their Lives, 
or ſcarcely ever took the Sacrament for any other 
Motive than ag à Qualification for their Places? 


Whether theſe be not Occafional Conformifts? And whe· 


ther ſuch a Law ſhould not be Repealid, that heaps 
Damnation on Men, without the leaft Advantage 
to Church or State? Nothing that is forc d bn à Mn 
convinces his Reaſon, or makes bim à Convert ii 
any kind; inftead of Loving the Men or Law that 
1 — it, he hates both, tho?" Necelhity'4 may oblige 


bim for the preſent to comply, but with a _ 


table Opportunity, will revert and turn back to his 
Party and Opinion; ſo there i no manner of .Se+ 
curity infſach! ſort of Tye. © - Hon 215 ha 
In the late King N Time, when hs Titb- 


Fig ſqueak'd; the Difſontors were Careſs d and Cour 
ted on both ſides by the Church and Papi; then 
the Church call'd them their Diſſenting Brethren, 


printed Letters directed to them, and hop'd they 
Vou'd forgive all pa AInjuries, and if they would 


but help them now in the great Danger and Ex: 


tremity they were then inzthey wou dafterwards ta e 


them into their Boſom, and live as one People. Nd : 
doubt of it, the Difſenters had then an 83 
vity to make ſevere Re priſals on the Chureb for 


all their former ill Ulage: if they 


had not wiſely 


ſeen the Plot againſt all Protefants but ſince this 
Danger was paſt, the Church, or High. Church, have 
1 no they are abomi- 


quite alter'd their Language 
nable Schiſmaticks, which Sm of Schiſm, they have 


aggr avated, 


WW 


Spgrayated far beyond the Sins of Treaſon and 
Murder, and there was never before ſuch a_ Noiſe 
in the Wotld made about nothing. For certainly 
| Schiſm, in the Senſe of the Apoſtles and "Primitive 
Church, is departing from Chriſtian Faith of Love and 
much of a Nature With Hereſy, but they charge it 
for not complying with 4 few External Ceremonies 
of their own contriving, which they term indiffe- 
"Tent. What an horrid Out-cry woit'd High-Church 
make, if the Diſſenters ſhou'd offer to impoſe their 
mort Cloak they ſometimes Preach in, on em, inſtead 
of the Surplice, ot Canonical Habit the Clergy wears; 
and yet I believe, neither is a- Pin material to Reli- 
gion ; nor the out. ſide of the Cup, if tis never ſo 
Clean, if the Liquor in it be not wholſome. The 
Papift calls us Schiſmaticks, if we will not believe 
againſt our Senſes; and the High Church, the Diſſen- 
ters Schiſmaticks, if they will not do Things againft 
their Reaſoh. The Fapiſs oblige you to pray tb 
the Virgin Mary, Saints, and Martyrs, pay Divine 
"Honours to them and their Relicks, and Worſhip 
Images; High Church will brand yon” with the 
Name of Schiſmaticks, and be very angry if you 
ſcruple at Bowing to the Altar, making the Sign 
of the Croſs, and worfhiping towards the Eaff; 
which was the reaſon St. Paul's Church, which coſt a- 
bove Two Millions of Money, was ſet all a-wry 
as to tlie Street. What Confounded, and Coufound- 
ing Work the Fries make about Excommunitations 
and ' Schiſmaticks ? The Romiſh rief Eicom- 
tmmunicate, and make Schiſmaticks of the Nox Furors, 
the Non-Furors doe the ſame to the Church La Eng- 
land, by Law Eſtabliſſi d; the Church of Englajd 
makes Schiſmaticks of all the Diſſenters.; fo the 
' Diſſenters have a fine time of it, if Schiſm is a 
Damnable Sin, and they are guilty of it, for then 
| they are Trebly Damm d: But hear what that Ex- 
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one atiather, er break the Band of Peace, much lefs 


Perſecute. do not 72 what ſhould hinder. Pro- 
kt Mantt, but 2 Spirit of 'D 


Friendihup, tho” they do not Meet together in the 
| r Worthip exactly in the fame Form: 


N 0 a, n tereſt here, and Nerat, to Lous and 
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be inſeperatl anner d to Epiſcopal Ordination, upd 
not pretend to ſhut Men put from Civil Employs, who 
have been, 1 10 the umgratefal Re! 
turns made them) and may be again, a Defence a- 


gainſt the Commom Enemy, of the Proteſtant. Name 


who would for ever Rob them of their. Temporal, as , 
well as their Eternal Intereſts, . *," + 

If we muſt have Sacramental Tef fs to We Men 155 
For Civil Employments, dr to, bind them, never to 


practice any thing againſt Church or State, let every 


Man be abligd to take it: in his own Congregation, ; 


alter his; oN Went was bred up in, or be- 
Jieves to be beſt, which will be, a certain tie on hi 
Conſcienci. u he. Po, of this binds Men down 5 
faſt, that of the Bigotted Ignorant 55 % if you 
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they will: ſooner break. all - the Oaths on the. Evan- 


_ igeliffs, or Bible, the Atjuration, Oath, or apy. other 


M02 that of t Croſs; this is the effect, in 5 
5 ſes, of RN. Propl. their 8 5 W Way, to, \ ih 
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upon Truſt from others, that they wil not give 
ſthemſelves the leiſure ; CPRAFrynity, tg; ure into 
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good and humble Man, who has mean Thooghts of 1 
imſelt, tho a large and extenſive Soul, ſtill ſeeks 
after Truth. A Zeal without Knowledge 1s 


_ an, intemperate and miſguided one, miſleads Peo- 
ple, = wy an ey ar the Mind, that betrays 
Mien into the greateſt abſurdities and Miſchiefs. 1 
be Honeſt and Chriſtian Jar of the Church and 
igenſers would lay Ws all Biaſs, and in the Spirit 
of Love freely converſe, and keep a eloſer Conver- 
lation with ane another, there would ſoon he. a better 
Larmony amongſt them, and Union in the common 
. Intereſt of Chriſtianity, and. their Country: Are 
they nat. Fellow Creatures, Fellow Chriſtians, Fel- 
low Subjects, and Fellow-Country-Men?;And Con- 
fuſion, aud Diſappointment light on thoſe. who en: 
deavour to divide theſe Intereſts. In diſputes about 
Religion, let the Infallible Judge, the Bible, be the 
Dernier Refort, and in ſome {mall particulars, if 
they cannot perfectly agree, yet they cannot be at 
| A loſs ta find the chief Scope of it, viz, to Love one 


lt may; after all this, be objected, That here is 2 
Tong, but needleſs Harangne againſt Perfecuting the 
. Ni enters, which no Body worth mentioning is for, 
Hhecauſę they have their Toleration without Probability 
WW — q „„ 4 1 f 0 | 

of any attempt being madenpon it: Towhach I anſwer 
That their Liberty of Conſcience, or Toleration, call 
it which you pleaſe, was not compleat at firſt, becauſe 
the Teſt is a fort of Perſecution ; to debar a Man that 
gannot comply. with an indifferent thing, the 
Benefit to which he is Entituled by his Birth- 
Right, viz, to ſerve his Prince and Country, if he 
is every way elſe qualify'd for lt. 
Ki But there are farther Infrit gements of this 
Toleration, as by the Bill . 4 Occaſonal Confor- 

mity ; whereby, if a Man looks into a Meetiyg- Houſe, 
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from ferving as High-Sberif, Tullices, of the Peace-and 
other Officers; affect Corporations ate much Weed 
in the choice of Mayors, Bailiffs, Ke. Who have 
ſuch an lafluence in the choice of Memberg of Par- 
liament; and 1 PST Inconveniences ontrary 
to Religion and Policy, attend thoſe Laws too long 
„ eee eee e e 
The Occaſonel Conformity Bill has given ſack 


4 - 
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Offence, and fo frighten'd many good Church of En- 
gland Men, that they have ſhunn'd Employments 
in the Government, whete they could have been very 
Serviceable, becauſe of the Severity of that Act, 
which debar'd them from bearing a Funeral 
Sermon iri a Diſſenteri Meeting-Houſe at the Death of 
2 Relation, or by any other Accident to be ſeen there, 
which would have been a Mans Ruin; and rendrec 
him for ever incapable, of Serving his Prince and 
Country, tho 1 do not Remeinber any one, by that 
Act, is Prohibited from going to Maſs. This and 
the 7 render the Unjon iticompleat, and put the 
Scot: Nation upon much greater Diſadvantage, than 
before theUnion,for the Union makes them liable to be 
forced into the Service by Sea and Land, which they 
were not before, but Incapacitates them to have any 
Place amongſt us, unleſs they will be of our Mode in 
_ 'Religion, which Hardſhip they do not put upon us 
according to their Eſtabliſhment in Church and State: 


If the good Frotsfanrs amongſt ne would tone e 


a Temper, and at this happy JunRure, under fo ttuly 
a Proteſtant P:3nce, Unite firmly together, and for 
ever lay aſide Heats and Diſputes about Minute Mat- 
ters, not Material tothe Effentials of Religion, which 
tho! little in themſelves, have been the caule of great 
Mliſchiefs and Diſtractiois amongſt us, *fwould be 4 


mighty ſtrengthening and Encouragment to the Pro- : 


teſlant Cauſe abroad: The Eyes of all the Proreflants 
in the World are now more firmly fix d 1 5 than 
ever, to ſee what uſe we will make of this. H 


py | 


pol did 


 bpportunity, and what Returns we will make to 
God for all his Miraculous Deliverances of us, for he 


who has ſhown ſuch Love to us all, expect that, inſtead 


8f Biting and Devouring, we ſhonid at laſt Love one 


another; and a new Occaſion is given to fhew the Ne- 


* 


ellity of it, by the unwearied Induſtry of our Enemies 


to Ruin us at any Rate, coſt what it will, for to the 


Aſtoniſhment of the World, a mad Project is form'd 
to bring in the Goth and Vandals, or the Devil 


himſelf, to let Hell looſe upon us, rather than fail 


of their Deſigns in our Deltruction; and ſeeing the 
+ Swediſh Calculation, and that of the Facobites ſo ex- 
 aQly agree, That Nine parts in Ten of the Nation 


are Rebells to King GEORGE; If that he 


true, the Loyal part of the Church are not near ſo 
many as the Diſſenters, for I believe neither Swede 


nor Tory teekon any of the Difſ-nters diſaffected to 


King. GEORGE, therefore the Neceffity is the 
greater, for the Loyal part of the Church, and the 
Diſſenters ſtrictly to Unite, and be upon an equal 


Foot to ſtrengthen his Majeſty's Hands, in the De- 


Fence of Him and his Royal Family, their Religion, 
Liberty, Country, and all that's dear to them, and 


then there, would be no more need of Ads of Parli. 
Ament to indemnifie thoſe that take up Arms for 
their Prince and Country, and to prevent Vexa- 
tious Suites againſt them. And it looks very odd in 
the Eyes of all Nations but ours, that People ſhall 
not be Qualified to take up Arms and defend 


their King, Country, and themſelves, at all times 
and upon all Occaſions. 
The Gentlemen who oppoſe this Union among 


1 


Proteflants, are much of a Piece with thoſe in the 
Tate Queens Reign, who protefted againſt, and 
would not admit ef any Forreign Guarantee for 
3 Proteflant Succeſſion, and were lately ſo eager to 


have'molt part of the Army Diſbanded, pretending 
my SEL now 
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now the Rebellion was dow n;we had nothin 8 farther 
to fear; tho' tis violently ſuſpected they were Privy 


to this new Plot: Thus we never want falſe Friends 


oy 1 


allow that the Papifts, Lutherans, and Calvini ſs, 
ſhall be upan an equal Foot for their Mutual Sate- 


ty. The true Proteſtaut; in theſe Kingdoms are 


very near à Kin to one another, and no, ſmal 


mat ter ſniould ſet; or keep them at fuch difference 


as to endanger them all: 


8 | 2 de G5 244403 3) we „ | 
Mien may be conſider d under three ſeveral Cha- 


4 


_ racers, or Diſtinciions, With relati 
more or leſs fit to be public fly. 
truſted, a1z,.1, ef 28h 
Fi, Per 
Diſſoſute and Immoral. Such upon proper Occa- 
tions may. and ſometimes upon pr:fling, Neceſſity 


to their being 


muſt be employ'd, and entruſted under good In- 


ſpection: Theſe may be fai to have received good 


Gifts, tho far off being perfect Giſts, from the Fa- 


ther of Lights, who would not have them loſt to 


the good and great purpoſes they might ſerve; or 
that even one ſingle Talent ſhould be Buried. 


; Secondly, Thoſe of extraordinary {kill, and who 
have likewiſe a Principle of Honour, being ;ambi- 


tiaus ot a good Keport, and of ſer ving the Publick. 
Thele have receiv'd trom aboye, farther aud better 
Gitts neargritg hang petlerts Such the Ruler might 


em to have been, What {aid to haye Love. 
for what good he had done; tho' he ſtilllacked one 
thing, and that no leſt than a prevailing Love to 
God. They who axe fitted and l eal 
Benefactors, have a kind of Title to be 

Governours, Bult 1 


Tc 6A 


e Empire 


Employ'd and En- 


am Feſus.is ſaid to have Loved 
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Tbirah, 
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Thirdly, hen? who, together with other requifite 
Qualifications! make it a ppear that they are under 
85 Aw of God and Cobſe ner ate ke to riſe higher 


in an Impartial, diſintereſted, and even ſelf. deny- 


ing Cane and Activity for the Publick good, as 
having an Eye to the Divine Favour, and the Re- 
compence of Reward. And certainly the true Spirit 
of Religion is the moſt 79 5 Source, and beſt 
Security of a truly Publick Spirit, and as Such 


ate indeed | with God, heartily deſi iring to pro- 


mote his Honour and Intereſt; ſo they are 
like to have Gad with them Guiding and Succeed - 


Ing their Endeavours. The main dependance of the 


Government ſhould chiefly be upon ſuch as Jethro 


recommended to Moſes, Able Men, who fear God, 
Men of Truth, hating Covetouſneis, which is in 
Gods account yo better than Idolatry; and the 


inordinate love of Money is the Root of all Evil. 


Dominion is by no means founded in Grace, yet is 


like to be beſt managed by it, Where there are other 


Zooper Endowments with it.. 


I ſhall conclude this Diſcourſe ie the en 
our of the Diſſenters as Chriſtians, Exgliſ Men, and 


© Subjects, and ſee if they have any ways de- 
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rved the Treatment they have met with, or that 


they do not Merit rather, in all Civil Reſpects | 
"eldectally* to be put upon an equal Foot with their 
Fellow Subjects and Country men, to ſtrengthen his 
Es Mazelties Hands; whom God long preſerve, and en- 
large this Branch of his juſt Prerogative, that he may 


be tally at Liberty to make ufe of any of his Pro- 


3 teltant Faithful Subjecd, whoꝶm he Judges Capable 


5 fo ſerve him. 
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Ass for their Submiſſion to the Governinent, if 
ever People ſince the Apoſtles and Primitive Chri- 
175 time, put the 19 of Faſtue Obedience 
Pr is the Diſſenters. The 
Chriſtians f ſuſter'd Fatiently under ww a” 


actice, 


_ really in 


Ee 


* F 
s . — 
— — — —— — — — 
© 


2, —— — HET at - GC > 2 — Ye CORR 
OO ——— - — —— - — 


OO — Ouoeom#m—_—_— 
— 


— — 


| U 36 .. 
of the Heathens, avis differing Circumſtances whey 
when the Laws of all Countries were againſt them ; 
But the Diſſenters, in Violation of the Laws of the 
Land, and Publick Faith of their Country, had their 
Perſons I nſulted, their Manſion Houſes, and Plac 
of Divine Worthip levell'd to the Ground, withou 
the leaſt Provocation, real, or pretended, all which 
they Patiently ſuffer'd and were ſo far trom 
going to make Reprizals that they never com- 
plain'd to the Government of it. Nothing but 
Curſes and Execrat ions were ſtill Belch'd out againſt 
theſe Innocent People, the Pulpit Thunder'dits Ana- 
themas againſt them, and no Young Pedant or Beay- 
tefeau t hat came Reekin from either of the Univerſi- 
ties, but as ſoon as he Souoted the Pulpit all his 
little {tock of Eloquence, and leſs of Divinity was 
laid out; in Railing and Lying againſt the Diſſen- 
ters, which were, in late times, the firſt ſtep to Pre- 
| ferment; this went fo far, that People were not 
only Rob d by the Prieſts of all their Religion, or 
Chien, but of all Humanity; turn'd into Brute 
Beaſts, or worte, ſo as to tear one another to Pieces 
in the very Churches themſelves, and in the midſt of 
Divine Service, and when they could: not ſatisfie their 
Mourderous Deſigns there, purſu'd People out of the 
Church and Aſlaulteg their Houſes; and carry d 
theix Hellith Malice beyond Death, ſo as to Demo- 
ih Tonibs, and attempt to dig Carcaſes out of 
their Graves, that had been Buried many Years ; 
Rare Doctrine, or rather Priefis, who pretend to be 
ot the Pureſt Church in the W orld, that can Trapſ- 
form Men into Devils Incarnate; and what 8 : 
did the Nefſenters make to all this, why, Bleſſings 
for Curlings and Patient ſuffering, til} God took 
their Cauſe in Hand himſelf? And theſe are the 
People that axg continpally Branded or Stigmatiz'd 
'# af FRE Names gf leds 80 Antimonarchical e I 
ehe 


bee 


COS mens. 

Rebel; and Republicans, by Church Men, who. hold 

that tis a Damnable Sin to Reſiſt their Prince, up- 
on any Pretence whatſoever, are for unlimited Faſtve 
Obedience, without reſerve, and ſuch like. One would 
think that both theſe Peoples Principles ſhould be 
read backwards, or that each of them had miſtook 
and took up the Principles that did belong to the 
other; for the Diſſenters hold that a Tyrant, who 
Governs contrary to his Oath, and the Laws of 
the Land, may be Reſiſted; yet they have Pati- 


ently ſubmitted to Tyranny and Oppreiſion; and 


High Cburch ſays, gur Princes muſt not be Refifled 


upon any Pretence what ſosuer, and yet they have Re- 


belbd againft their Prince without any pretence at 


all, or what is all one, becauſe he made uſe of his 


undoubted Perogative to chooſe his own Servants 
without their leave, or Nomination. There is no 
'fingle Inftance the Diſſenters can be charg'd with, 


of ever taking up Arms againft their Prince, or 


_ Government, unleſs they were Oppreſs'd or Ty- 


ranniz d over, and then the Church generally led 
the Dance, and they only joyn'd with it. I do not 


think a few mad People, as Fifth Monarchy Men, ta- 
4 king up Arms, on an Entbuſiaſ ick Caprice, an Ar- 
gument to prove Difloyalty in the Diſſenters, any 
more than I would reflect on the Church o 


England, for the Actions or Behaviour of the late 


Dr. Cluer, Parſon of Crohden, and ſome other Cler- 
gy- men, who were Thieves, Drankards and Whore- 


mongers; or that we muſt have an ill Opinion of 


Religion and Prophecy, becauſe of the Deluſions, 
' Frekes and Pranks of the French Prophets. There 


ever has been Religious Melancholy or Frenzy, as 
Well as other Madneſs, which Diſtemper ot the 
Miad hurts the Credit of Religion no more, than 
Whimſeys or Cheats, and Quacks doe other uſetul 


3nd unqueſtionable Arts and Sciences 


\ 


In 


- nes 


that they are generally much, 
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In the late Rebellion ſome of their Miniſters, 
notwithſtanding all the Danger and Incapacity 
they lay under by the Law, me together ſeye- 
ral of their Friends, and took, up Arms in defence 
of the Government, and offer d their Service to 
our Generals in Northumberland. This 1 know, 


that the Diſſenters in General made Pre gration, 


and à conſiderable Body was ready to offer 9 5 
ſelves to the Governmentat their own Charge, E 
Majeſty to appoint what Officers, he pleas d 67% ; 


them, if things had come to an.Extremity. Thus 


much as to the Behaviour ol the Demers as Eng- 

Li. men and good Subjects. 
Secondly, As Ge their Faith we all know, 

and we ought to think it ſound and good, becauſe 


- *tis the ſame we hold; but for, 1 Works, if thoſe 

be anſwerable to their F aith, I 10 a they muſt be 
2ccounted Real Ghrifzans : o Mortal can, or 
ought to look farther, 3 ot a Man's Chri- 
Aanity than by thgſe two, it he is not Sincere, 
tis God only can look into the Heart. We have 
Authority, and axe oblig d, by i iogs words, 
to judge andpronounce c b 
Appearance; Tor bythe Fruits he. hath faid, ou foall 
know the Tree; and let pour ii or ks ſo ſhine 755 en that 
tbey may Glarify hour Father wh 


artitably, only byout ward 


bis in Heaven, . Now 
if we wall Judge with, Righteous. Judgment, Iam 
aſham'd, and, with trouble:I:fay it, becauſe, I am 
Member of the. Effgblaſh'd Cheb, which enjoy ns 
2s ftrict a Lite, . Sect ot 2 Diiſſerter: Can, 

tter Livers than 


8 5 


we, and keep. a much beter © Guard, upon .their | 
.- Converſations z they do not give themſelves 5 
- duck a Looſe in thols Reining, and Flagrant Vi- 
ces of Prophane Swearing, Drinking, boring, Brea - 
1 Sabbath and other open and notorious Sins, 
Which daſh: Religion aut ph Scenes her th 

foe 


- 
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Harden Mens Confciences for all other ſorts of Vil 
tiny. They keep better Family Diſcipline than 
we, eſpecially on the Lord's Day, inſtruc their 


hildten and Servants; frequently read the Holy 
Scriptüres, 4nd oblige all under their Care to do 
it z ſo that you can hardly meet with the moſt 
illiterate 4mbvngſt them, but what can give you 


A very tolerable Account of his Religion. On the 
other fide, the' all this is recommended by our 
Cburch, tis very negligently put in Practice; the 
ofe People who ſay, they had 


groſs Ighoraiice of th 
rather be Papifs than Prozbyterians, a Saying ſo 


common amongſt the Vulgar, is owing to the Care- 


 KEfncfs of thoſe whoſe Bufſineſs'tis to Inftract thoſe 
ftopid 'WretcHes better; for aſk any of thoſe Crea- 


fures, what their own Rebigion is, or either of the 
her two, they know no Difference, nor can give 
leaft Account of any of the three. Our Com- 


mon People bf the Higb- Church, are as Ignorant in 
Watters of Religion, as the Bigotted Papiſt, which 


05 Breat Adyantage to our Jacobite and Tory 
Frieſ to lead them Where they pleaſe, or to mold 


chem into What Shape they pleaſe. If Example 
de more prevalent than Precept, as Experience 


ſhows, and all the World allows, methinks more 


Imimacy and a cloſer Correſpondence with Religious 

Diſſenters, might be for our Improvement; beſides 

their Men of Learning, and other uſetul Qualifi- 
_ cations, mou d at leaſt ſerve to encrea ſe the Chri- 
ian Charfty, ſo much wanting in the World. Ace 


uaintance nd Converſation has a great Influence 


on Mens Principles, and Manners, either tor the 
bitter ar worte. The Papiſi Joy ning with the Ca 


Valiers in the Civil Wars, by their long Acquaiu- 


tance together, was the means of | Foiſoring a 
2 bh many pretended Church Men. and michuly 
ro 


agated the Diſciples of Higb-Ubuich , to; * 8 
ty they 


oy 5 
> * A . 1 4 


they will have it fo, we will allow they are noch 
as near a kin to the-Papifs, as we are to the Pres- 


/ RG REG, 5 
One great Demonſtration of their Pieth to God, 
which we were not ſo cateful in, was, that when 
Publick Ruin was hanging over our Heads, a little 
betore the late Queens Death, they had Recourſe to 
God in an Extraordinary Manner. The Diſſeuting 
Minifters in, and about, Lendon, printed an Exhor- 
tation, which they ſent to moſh, ext All the Congre- 
_ gations in England, to; ſet a- part qne Hour! every 
Taeſday Morning, or any other Day in the Week, 
which ſuited beft with them, to ſpend in Farne / | 
Prayer to \ the. Almighty, to impJore, his ; Divine 
Frotedt ion, and to avert the Storm that threatn'd 
us, and not to puniſh us according, to our Sins, 
but to ſpare us in Mercy: To direct the Queen and 
her Councils, for the Safety of the Proteflant Reli- 
gion and her Country; and for the Proteffant Surceſion 
in the Houſe. of Hanover. Tis too long to inſert 
that P aper here. which Was fill'd with à true Re- 
ligicus Zeal, and Spirit of Fiety; ſo that here was 
aà Cloud ot Incenſe, and the Pious Prayers of a nu- 
merons Body of People, all at one Hour, Weekly 
for ſome time ſent up to Heaven, for Succour in 
our greateſt Need and Danger? And how God an- 
ſwer d tbeſe and the Supplications of other P7ous 
Cb/ iſians, the Event ſince hath thew'd.. Another 
Inſtance of their Fisty,and that they ſeldom fail, ac- 
cording to the Practice of God's Churab, in all Times 
and Ages, upon extraordinary Occaſions, was that 
when the late Rebellion began, ſome Dijenting Mis 
ni ſers in Southwark, ſet a- part ove Hour every 
Day of the Werk to call upon God, for the Pre. 
ſerrationof the King and Government, and Suppreſ- 
ſion of the Rebellion; this was thus carry'd on in 
in one or other oi their Meeting places, for ew 
; | - "OO | Weeks 


IE oO 

Weeks there; and atterwards every other Day of 
the Week, as it had been in the City of London, 
and after continu'd both there aad in Southwark for 
many Weeks, till the Rebellion was totally Suppreſs'd. 
Tis remarkable, they began this Invocation of God's 
Favour and Protection on a Monday, and the Sunda 
following the Add ions of Damblain and Freſten hap- 
pen'd : No doubt but great Numbers of Church of Eng- 


land- Men were no ways behind them in Piety toGod, 


and Zeal for their King and Country ; But theſe 
Hints may be of uſe to moderate the great 


Opinion and Fondneſs, which we are too apt 


to have of out ſelves ; and toſhow that there are, 
in reality, other good Chriſtians, and other good 
Subjects as well as we; and the more we are Uni- 
ted to them in the Bonds of Peace, as well as HFoli- 
neſs of Life, the better till be for us all. I ſhou'd 


Sin if I did not do Juſtice, to the beſt of my 


Knowledge, to theſe People; and God, the Searcher 


of Hearts, knows that my View, in it, is to ſerve 
the Cauſe of Truth, Religion, and my Country, 


whatever Enemies I make, or Uncharitahle Cen- 


ſures I meer with; my own large Experiennce in the 
World having made me no Stranger to Villany 


and unjuſt Reproaches, 


I thall figiſh this Paper with an Anſwer to 
one Objection, which ſome Luke-warm People 


make, That they are not againſt theſe Reaſons tor 
a ſtrider Union with the Diſſenters, but this is 


not a proper Juncnre, I have never yet heard 
them give any Reaſon why it is not; but if 
we may gueſs at their Meaning, it muſt be, that 
they imagine twill diſoblige a great many of the 
King's Friends. I am ot a contrary Opinion, 
and believe His Majeſty will not loſe owe true 
Friend he has by it. It tis not done now, or very 
ſoon, I confeſs, that 1 _ deſpair ot ever ſeeing 
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it done at all, If, in time of Danger, there is no 


Neceſſity to call for the Aſſiſtance of our Friends, 
what will be thought à ſufficient Occaſicn 
in time of Safety. I ſhall reduce it to a ſhort 
Queſtion, Whether, according to Religion and 
Policy, the thing ovght to be done at all? If not 
to be done, let us know good Reaſon why, and 
then there is an end of the Matter. If ?tis an- 
ſwer'd in the Affirmative, then the ſooner the bet» 


ter; for Delays are both ſinful and dangerous. 


Let us not Argue like Lazy and Careleſs Sinners, 


that though they allow of the Neceſſity of Re- 
pentance, yet being loth to part with their Fa- 


vourite Vices, make many lame Excuſes to delay 
their Repentance; as others for not coming to 
the Lord's Taile, becauſe, they have ſo much 
Worldly Buſineſs on their Hands, that they can- 
not ſind time duly. to prepare for it, not conſi- 


dering the total Neglect of it, may be as great an 


Offence to God, as the Unworthy Receiving, And 


J will put the Iſſue upon another Queſtion, Shall 
wee truſt His Majeſty to chooſe His own Servants 
and Officers, being Engliſh-men, and Proteftants, 


where ever he can find them, or not; but that 


he ſhall ſtand confin'd under the Limitations, 
as at preſent? By the Choice His Majeſty has al- 
ready made, we find by the Management of Af- 


fairs, he has excellent Skill in the Choice of thoſe 


| heemploys; and therefore, twill be very difficult 


to impoſe upon him, And tis our "Happineſs now, 
which hath not been this long time, that all the 


Friends to King GEORGE, are Friends to Old 
England; but as there is no Danger in His Ma- 


jelty's having too many Friends, fo there LAS 
aw 


A,great deal in having too few, conſidering ow 
his Enemies, both at Home and Abroad, boalt 


ot their Numbers, which, in reality, are * 
%%% T . OTF ea) 
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deal too many. For a General of gn Army, tg 
have halt his Men without Powder, Shot or Arms, 
theſe Naked Men might as well have ſtaid at 
Home, when they can be of no Uſe in time of Aion. 
I do not know why we ſhou'd be intimidated by 
Scare-Crows and Shadows, which have roo Jong 
amus'd us, that we ſhou'd not go through ſo ne- 
ceſſary a Work, on which we may expect the Blefling 
of God, and be encourag'd by the Glorious Saying 
of that excellent Prince, our Second Hopes, That 
tis the Cuftom of bis Family, to Reward their Friends, 
2 Juſtice to their Enemies, and fear nothing but 
c N 
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